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New Records for the Flora of the 

United Arab Emirates 


Fawzi M. Karim 

The Desert and Marine Environment Research Center, 
V.A.E. University,P.O. Box 17777, AI-Ain, United Arab Emirates 

ABSTRACT. Recent extensive floristic collections from U .A.E. especially 
the Masari-Dibba Zone, in the northeast of the country near the straits of 
Hormuz, revealed the presence of 7 new taxa of the Flora of U.A.E. 
These are : Senecio flavus (Asteraceae), Trigonel/a stel/ata (Fabaceae), 
Teucrium mascatense (Lamiaceae) , Linum corymbulosum (Linaceae), 
Papaver glaucum (Papaveraceae) , Oligomeris subulata (Resedaceae), 
Ranunculus muricatus (Ranunculaceae). 

This study is based on collections made during three visits to the region bordering 
the Gulf of Oman within United Arab Emirates (Fig. 1). Topographically the area 
comprises wadis and mountains, the wadis crossing semail Ophiolite of possible 
middle cretaceous age volcanics, metamorphic rocks and metasediments . 

The climate of U.A.E. is characterised by low rainfall and high temperatures, 
the northern Emirates mostly receive more rainfall than the southern and western 
parts. The long term average of the Masafi - Dibba zone is over 150 mm. Absolute 
maximum temperatures rise to 49°C, mean annual relative humidity is over 70%. 
The altitude is 600 m. The assessment for the "new records" is based on "Flora of 
United Arab Emirates, An Introduction" (Western 1989), 'The Living Desert' 
(Jongbloed 1987) and other Floras of the adjacent countries . 

Specimens are deposited in the National Herbarium of United Arab Emirates 
University - The Desert and Marine Environment Research Center in AI-Ain, 
(UAEUH). 

Duplicates, when they exist, are in the herbaria of the Royal Botanic Gardens 
in Kew (K) and Edinburgh (E) . 
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The following is an alphabetically arranged list of the species indicated as new 
for the flora of the United Arab Emirates . The abbreviations used in the text are: 

fl. flowering specimen 


fro fruiting specimen 


1. Asteraceae (Compositae) 

Senecio flavus (Decne.) Sch. Bip . 

General distribution 	 Mediterranean countries, Saharo-Arabian, Sudanese 
territory, North Africa, Iran and Iraq. (Zohary 1973). 

Local distribution 	 (fl .). Masafi 22 km to the north, 550 m, on hill side, 
24/311990 , F.M . Karim 1492. 

2. Fabaceae (Leguminosae) 

TrigonelJa steIJata Forssk. 

General distribution 	 Turkey, Syria, Palestine, Jordan, Sinai , Egypt, Saudi 
Arabia, Kuwait, Bahrain, Iran, Iraq and North Africa , 
(Townsend and Guest 1974-1980). Also found in Qatar 
(Batanouny 1981) . 

Local distribution 	 (fl . & fr.) From Dibba to Khor Fakkan , on road side, 
25/12/1989 , F.M . Karim 498. 

3. Lamiaceae (Labiatae) 

Teucrium mascatense Boiss. 

General distribution 	 Oman, (Mandaville 1978) , United Arab Emirates Speci­
men was found in similar habitat as in Oman. 

Local distribution 	 (fl.) . Mid-way between Masafi and Dibba , 600 m , on hill 
side , 24/311990 , F.M . Karim 1395. 
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4. Linaceae 

Linum corymbulosum Reichb. 

According to Townsend (Townsend and Guest 1974-1980) this species occurs 
in the S. and Mediterranean Europe, Syria, Jordan, Lebanon, Palestine, Turkey, 
Caucasus, Iran, Afghanistan, Asia (Turkmenia), N. Africa, (Morocco, Algeria), 
and E. Tropical Africa (Ethiopia), a.lso found in Oman and Saudi Arabia , (Miller 
1988 and Migahid 1978). 

Local distribution 	 (fl. & fr.). Dibba, 600 m, on hill side, among rocks 
26/2/1991, F.M. Ka'rim 3253. 

5. Papayeraceae 

Papaver glaucum Boiss. et Hausskn. (Fig. 2) 

[Po rogersii sensu Blakelock in Kew Bulls . 3: 381 (1948) & 9: 489 (1954).]; 
This species is found in Syria, Jordan, Saudi Arabia, Turkey, Iran and Iraq. The 
UAE specimen was found in similar habitat to that described by Townsend and 
Guest (1974-1980). 

Local distribution 	 (fr.). Masafi to Dibba road, on hill side, among rocks 
24/3/1990, F.M. Karim 2777. 

6. Resedaceae 

Oligomeris subulata (De!.) Boiss. 

Syn.: Reseda linifolia (Yahl ex Hornem.) Macbride 

Reseda linifolia yah!. 

According to Townsend (Townsend and Guest 1974-1980), the species was 
found in dry regions of the northern and southern hemisphere in both Old and 
New Worlds, Syria, Palestine, Jordan, Sinai, Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Iraq, 
from W. Pakistan, Afghanistan, N.W. , India (Punjab), N. Africa, tropical Africa 
(Sudan), S. Africa, N. and C. America, also found in Bahrain and Dubai , (Daoud 
and AI-Rawi 1985). 
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Fig. 2. Papaver gJaucum 
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Local distribution 	 (fl. & fr .). 13 km . before Dibba , sandy gravelly soil, on 
road side, 24/3/1990, F.M. Karim 1356. 

7. Ranunculaceae 

Ranunculus muricatus L. (Fig. 3) 

This species is widely spread in the East Mediterranean and West 
Irano-Turanian area, mostly found on the lower mountain slopes by streams , in 
fields and orchards. 

S. Europe, Turkey, Cyprus , Syria, Lebanon, Palestine, Iraq , Egypt, Oman, 
Iran, W. Pakistan, Afghanistan and N. Africa (Morocco-Libya). Townsend and 
Guest (1974-1980) and Miller (1988). 

Local distribution 	 (fl. & fr.). Sharm village North Khor Fakkan 580 m, in 
the farm, 5/311990, F.M. Karim 2778. 
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Fig. 3. RanuncuJus muricatus 
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