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This study was carried out to check the classification of the Groupers (Genus:
Epinephelus), which considered as a main group in the marine Iraqi fisheries. Fishes
were collected from Al- FAO city South of Al-Basrah, and from Basrah city fish
market. Many Groupers species had been registered in Iraq, the largest registered
number was thirteen species. Fifteen species were described in this study; four were
described for the first time in Iraq, which were Epinephelus coioides, Epinephelus
polylepis, Epinephelus epistictus and Epinephelus malabaricus. The presence
and classification of other species had been confirmed, which include E. areolatus,
Epinephelus bleekeri, Epinephelus diacanthus and Epinephelus stoliczkae. It was
found that the presence of four species were suspicious, these are Epinephelus
longispinis (Epinephelus fario); Epinephelus merra; Epinephelus fuscoguttatus
and Epinephelus sexfasciatus. While other species were expected to be found, if
more efforts will be done, and they were recognized by the fishermen to be found
in the Iraqi fishing ground, these are Epinephelus coruleopunctatus, Epinephelus
fasciatus and Epinephelus latifasciatus. Field classification key for some of the
groupers in the Iraqi Marine waters ,were designed taking into account coloration

Arabian Gulf, Iraq pattern, morphological characteristics for quick identification of the species
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Wiiss ael07 lelsh iy 5 paladl cdgll bl 5ill 5 50l
(Thornycheek or a1l (Ssd sl Jaw a8 23,6
Epinephelus diacanthus Spiny cheek grouper)
paall) Jid (e L 3all & (valenciennes, 1828)
g sill 138 Calisy (Assadi and Dehgani 1997) 5.(1979
Lash s alall O slill WUty ) galell (e s AV £ 1589 e
Epinephelus g3 Jia 430 4y @ gl a¥) e alisy
e s ee) pan L& p 2 dad ) e (g a0 A st0liczkae
sle g Y 1w o)l 8 Epinephelus epistictus g 53
G Sear A paal) dasigia g5V e sa s A sec Al
Fischer and) o= sl WS dal pull @8 Ji 5 an52 Jsh
(Dotted grouper hiidl ) saledl Jaus (Bianchi, 1984
Epinephelus epistictus or Broken line grouper)
s 32l 85 e J5Y (Temminck and Schlegel, 1842)
8y e Cpaaine Gfinly U e g i) aST a1 g Al all 228
«(Almukhtar et al., 2011) Jadia Ciny & abal jra
Al il ¢ a8 g il 1] Jiad ol 138 iy
‘.A\ G.)Xi.“ ‘JLAJML:AA‘JJ\ &}J\ (K% JPJCA)g Aﬁ} ‘L;’)"j‘
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he Lo (1d50n Lhail)opdlall sl J8 e grouper)
23 O Y1 gl 8 sl gl Q6 s ytiel 53 (1979 Hlaal)
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A DAY o8 aal a3 8 mdal) 8 5aa) siall o) EY)
Epinephelus chlorostigma g s 2 4 ddie 31 JS&
e 76 o g WS diiiua)l Gl dsa aati S
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44 25 e Uil sed sexfasciatus (Valencienna, 1828)

(Heemstra s ol WS ddshiall Jab (e (1979 plaall)
s oo g Ashiall o3 ga 5 N and Randall 1993)

.... -

180
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