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This study addresses the issue of the Environmental Impact Assessment
(EIA)in the State of Kuwait, which has become inherent in many de-
velopment projects. Numerous international and local institutions re-
quire assessment of environmental impacts prior to final approval of
project implementation. In addition, item number (1) of Law No. 16 of
1996 amended provisions of Law No. 21 of 1995 issued by the Gen-
eral Authority for Environment stipulates the need for an environmental
impact assessment, which became incumbent on everyone before the
implementation and operation of any facility, whether industrial or rec-
reational. The study aims to evaluate the methodology of the Kuwaiti
Environmental Impact Assessment system, with regards to its stages
and mechanism of follow-up procedures. And to compare it with the
components, methods, criteria and policies of the current best global
practices implemented by the World Bank and environmental impact
assessment systems in Bahrain, Sultanate of Oman and Egypt. The
study aims also to identify deficiencies and policy draw backs of EIA
system in Kuwait, and to propose procedures that improve the appli-
cation of environmental impact assessment methodologies. To achieve
the objectives of the study an analysis of the data gathered from reports,
scientific assessments, as well as from private consultancy offices was
performed. The use of Gap approach enabled the researchers to identify
the various gaps and limitations in the current practices and application
of EIA procedures in the State of Kuwait. The EIA procedures and poli-
cies of the World Bank were the basic references of the study. The find-
ings of the analysis show that: there is a gap between the environmental
policies in Kuwait and how thoroughly these policies are applied in the
field. This gap led to an imbalance in the practice of environmental im-
pact assessment procedures. Public participation was weak in the stages
(Scoping and Review) of environmental impact assessment. Participa-
tion is considered an effective part of the environmental assessment
planning processes. The study proposed several recommendations for
improving the EIA system in the State of Kuwait including: preparation
of new procedural guidelines that will provide the basis to be applied
by the General Authority for Environment during the audit of the en-
vironmental impact assessment reports, up-grading of the consultancy
offices and encourage the active participation of the public in the stages
of environmental impact assessment planning processes.
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